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Dear friends
Greetings in the name of our Wonderful Saviour.
I made a quick visit to Cebu in the Southern
Philippines last week for their annual pastors’
conference. Always good to get invited back and
meet with hungry and enthusiastic pastors.
We tackled ‘Justification By Faith.’ Went down
well. Reports back were very positive.

Tuesday was set aside to visit the mine sites.
Unfortunately we were unable to do this because of
rainy weather.
I got to meet the 2 teams we are promoting for mine
sites on Mindanao Island. The recent political deal
between the government and Muslim separatists
gives hope for the furtherance of the gospel.
All 4 team members will be working in Muslim
dominated areas where no western missionaries can
go. In many ways unreached groups. Makes sense
to use trained locals with whom we can work. This
is the nature of IMM work worldwide.

Pastor Ricardo Gianchiand and his wife,
Myrna, working at Victory Temple hoping to
reach out to the Tampkan Copper/Gold mine

Please pray
a) For the Holy Spirit to be the ‘After Speaker’
of His word and
b) For the provision of funds with God’
help to get these two new teams into mine
ministry. It costs Australian $ 100 per month
(£65 approx.) to support an indigenous
worker in addition to what they raise from
their local churches.

Pastors Camilio Lungay and Virgilio Sumalinog working with Sufficient Grace Ministries hope to reach out to mine locations:
Masara Gold, Rapu Rapu and Dilwalwal

Thanks to those who made donations for the supply
of Cebu Bibles to be used for miners. These will be
distributed by evangelists in the next month.
In the service of our Lord Jesus Christ
Peter Robertson (IMM Asia-Pacific)
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“His divine power has given us everything we
need for life and godliness through our
knowledge of Him who called us by His glory
and goodness”(2 Peter Chapter 1 verse 3)
Rev Dr Pookkattu Paul, IMM SA, reports on the
start of an exciting and timely programme of
discipleship training for miners in South Africa,
the funding of which has been borne, to a large
extent, by the IMM Committee in England.

Pookkattu Paul with miner Elijah Katandika,
answering questions in the Discipleship course

Dear friends of the IMM
Spring is here in South Africa and is moving quickly
towards the summer.
Many of you will be aware of the troubles we have
experienced following the strike of the miners at the
Marikana platinum mine near Rustenburg. Your
prayers are asked for the families of miners who lost
their lives in the tragic shooting incident that killed
32 miners and injured many others. Pray too, that the
opening we have for preaching the Gospel of peace
through Jesus Christ will continue and many respond
to the IMM South Africa ministry.
Our visit to comfort a Marikana Mine victim’s
family overwhelmed us emotionally and physically.
The miner’s widow, Aisha, is the mother of four
children, all attending various levels of school. We
had the joy of sharing Christ’s love and eternal hope
with them.
The three pastors of the IMM South Africa ministry
team have been greatly employed in supporting the
many grieving families at this time. It is emotionally
exhausting work.

Pastor Andrew Mayathula of Freedom Park
Church, near Rustenburg, hands over the
Discipleship Training Course in the Portuguese
language to miner Felix and his wife Elisa.
Felix’s house was robbed of all its contents
earlier this year, but the Lord has been
gracious and Felix has grown and matured in
his Christian faith.

We would appreciate it greatly if we could get more
sponsors for the 14 lesson course which is available
in various South African languages. The cost is £25
per course.

We are excited to see remarkable progress in the
newly launched Discipleship Training Programme of
Thank you so much for your fellowship in this way.
IMM South Africa. Two men, Solly and Steve in
Rustenburg have been working in the ministry team We appreciate your support and prayers so much.
to miners since September this year.
Pookkattu Paul
Correspondence address:
David Shillitoe 53 High Street ~ Kimpton ~ Hitchin ~ Hertfordshire ~ SG4 8PU

MORLEY MINING DISASTER COMMEMORATION
descendants of victims such as Mrs Karen Ellis
and her family. Her great great grandfather was
George Bell (died aged 31 years) who was one of
the miners who perished in the disaster. He left a
widow and two children.

Group photo at Claphouse Colliery including
Neil Brittlebank (retired miner),
Mrs Hardy (91 years, whose grandfather perished
in the mining disaster), Ed Balls MP for Morley,
Mayor Andy Dalton, Neil Wilkes (ex-miner) and
Karen Ellis (far right – great granddaughter of
George Bell, one of the disaster victims)

Nearly 50 people gathered on Sunday 7th October
at the Claphouse Colliery in West Yorkshire – now
the North of England Mining Museum. They were
there as guests of Morley Community Church and
IMM to commemorate the deaths of 34 local
miners exactly 140 years after they lost their lives.
Members of the church had discovered that there
has never been any memorial stone, plaque or
event to publicly record the disaster in the town
since the gas explosion ripped through the galleries
at Morley Main Colliery. With the support of IMM
they devised this special service to reverse this
silence of history and create an outreach
opportunity.
Retired local miners and representatives of a range
of local organisations were in attendance. These
also included the Mayor of Morley Cllr Andy
Dalton, local MP and Shadow Chancellor Ed
Balls. The local history society, local schools,
ex-miners, local political parties were there.
Members of the Morley Elderly Action Craft
Group also attended. They created a Memorial
Tapestry which was unveiled during the ceremony.
It displays the winding gear of Morley Main
Colliery around which all the names and ages of
all the victims have been carefully stitched into the
canvas. They had spent many months in creating
this stunning banner.
After a delicious lunch participants descended in
the cage to the coal face where they gathered for
the memorial service at just after 2.00 pm – the
exact time of the explosion.
Retired local miner Neil Brittlebank read the roll
of the victims. Also in attendance were
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Morley Mayor Cllr Andy Dalton accompanied
some of the pensioners who were in their 80s to
the coal face along with the other worshippers. In
the service he recounted that the disaster killed 34
men and 11 pit ponies. 30 others were injured. One
quarter of the victims were teenagers. Two were
brothers, two were fathers and sons. 13 women
were widowed, 50 children left fatherless and 5
elderly dependents were left unsupported.

He expressed his thanks to the staff at the Mining
Museum who had offered every assistance in
organising the commemoration service.
IMM Hon Sec David Shillitoe also attended. He was
invited by the mine manager to erect the IMM
Display in the entrance area (below) and this resulted

perished. We have also reminded our town
of the great sacrifices made in previous
generations during the course of their daily
work. With the help of IMM we have been
able to bring the good news of the gospel to
in profitable conversations on the work of IMM with
many in our area who still have links with
the general public, invited guests & museum staff.
the mining industry.”
Rev Captain Stephen Wright concluded by thanking
The church is planning to circulate the Memorial
the UK committee for helping to organise and deliver
Tapestry around Morley schools so it can be used in
this unique outreach opportunity. He said it had been
local history studies. It will then be put on permanent
a great privilege for the church to partner with IMM
display in Morley Town Hall. They hope this will
and other organisations. He said:
develop relationships with local schools in the town.
“This was an awful disaster and the town
Morley Community Church is a mission congregation of
has been able to come together to pay
the Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches.
respect to the memory of those who

Left to right: David Shillitoe, Ian Dring,
Terry Garde and Rev Tim Pigrem

COFFEE FOR BICYCLES

The memorial service was led by Ian Dring from
the UK committee of the International Miners
Mission. He travelled from the Midlands to take
the service. Terry Garde and Rev Pigrem (and their
wives) also from the IMM committee travelled
from as far as Chelmsford and Oxford to offer
their support.
Ian was able to sensitively share the gospel as
people listened with rapt attention several hundred
feet underground in one of the galleries. He gave
tribute to those who perished all those years ago.
In the darkness of the pit he was able to commend
the One who is the Light of the World. He
reminded everyone that the death of Jesus was
God’s great rescue plan for those entombed in sin
and darkness.

A happy party and a happy pastor!
Those of our regular readers will remember that
Douglas Sykes celebrated his 85th birthday with a
coffee morning earlier this year. Not only was the
party a very happy time for all those who came along
to wish Douglas a ‘happy birthday’ but the event
raised an amazing £256 to go to Sierra Leone for the
purchase of a bicycle. Here is a picture to show the
end result. A happy pastor with his new bicycle!

Page 2

Pastor John Nipeh (which incidentally is pronounced
‘Nippay’) is shown standing proudly with the new
bicycle at Moriba Town, where there is a large
expanding rutile mine and a bauxite mine (note the
heavy lorries in the background that transport the
material away for processing).
John Nipeh is from neighbouring Liberia and has had
some struggles learning a different language in Sierra
Leone. He needs much prayer as he builds up the
work at Grace Community Church which had been
closed for some time prior to his taking over the post
as pastor. We hope to give more detailed news in our
next issue of ‘Safety Lamp.’
There are still other pastors in other mining churches
in Sierra Leone, who would dearly love to have a
bicycle like Pastor John.

Rev Captain Stephen Wright who is the minister
of Morley Community Church said they had been
amazed at the interest and response to the event.
He said that this special service had seen massive
interest in the town and by the media. It had
coverage on local radio, regional television, local
newspapers and the national press.

visit IMM’s website at www.minersmission.com

Pamela Senior
(great granddaughter of
William Best) holding one
of the original modified
safety lamps produced by
Ackroyd & Best, whose
factory was in Morley.

Is there anybody else amongst our readers having a
party or similar event, which could raise funds to go
towards another bicycle?
David Shillitoe
Hon Gen Secretary
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David email address: dshillitoe@minersmission.com
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